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How do we know that a mourner is liable to make a tear [as a sign of 
mourning] while standing up? 


It is written, “Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved his head[, 
and fell upon the ground, and worshiped]” (Job 1:20). 


R. Judah bar Pazzi in the name of R. Yohanan: “On the strength of that 
passage it is clear that a mourner is liable to make a tear [as a sign of 
mourning] while standing up.” 


Said R. Yohanan, “R. Yosé gave instructions to baste the rent on the 
next day.” 


When R. Yosé died, R. Hiyya bar Ba gave instructions to close the tear 
on the same day. 


Said R. Zeira, “And they do not differ. He who said one should baste 
the tear on the next day will agree to close it up on the next day. And 
he who said to close it up on the same day will concur that it may be 
basted on the same day.” 


If people said to someone, “Reuben has died,” and he made a tear, and 
afterward they said to him, “Simeon has died,” lo, he already has 
carried out his obligation to make a tear in mourning. 


If they told him, “Reuben has died,” and he made a tear, and afterward 
they said to him, “At that time he was alive, but he now has died — 


there is a Tannaite authority who teaches that he has carried out his 
obligation to make a tear in mourning. 


And there is a Tannaite authority who teaches that he has not. 


He who maintains that he has already carried out his obligation to 
make a tear points out that he indeed has already made a tear. 


He who maintains that he has not carried out his obligation to make a 
tear notes that, lo, he has made a tear [only] for a living person. 


[G] There is a further relevant passage: 


[H] If one made a tear, and the person began to breathe again, [and 
then died,] if this was forthwith, the mourner does not have to 
make another tear. If it was after a while, he does have to make 
another tear. 


[I] How long an interval is regarded as “forthwith”? Sufficient time 
for an exchange of speech. 


